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Welcome
Welcome to our DOTCOM Waste
newsletter!
We are coming to the end of two very
exciting years of the DOTCOM Waste
project.

We’ve also launched our Online Training
Toolkit, which is a practical e-learning
and support tool to help the entire
enforcement chain dealing with waste
crime. It is a compilation of information
and good practices from relevant manuals
and reports, legislation, cases studies
Face-to-Face Training and tools gathered and designed by the
DOTCOM Waste Project to support all
p.2
relevant stakeholders. See page 4 for more
information.

From the very beginning, where we looked
at getting a broader understanding of
current trends in waste crime, we have
gained a lot of momentum and are delighted
to be ending the project with positive and
practical outputs.
Since our last newsletter, we completed a
training session in Beijing, which followed
a similar event in Rome, to enable
stakeholders to integrate best-practices
for their day-to-day operations. Participants
from all stages of the enforcement cycle,
especially along the Europe – China route,
took part in a mixture of lectures, practical
case studies, open sessions and a study
visit. See page 2 for more information.

Final Conference
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We held our final conference, “No Time to
Waste! Synergies and Strategies to Tackle
Waste Crime”, in Brussels in November in
partnership with BlockWaste. The event
was a great success not only in terms of
the line-up of expert speakers and number
of attendees, but also in further enhancing
networking opportunities and information
sharing between the members of our varied
stakeholder groups from Europe, Africa, and
China. See page 3 for more information.

DOTCOM Waste Library
A collection of information on good
practices and lessons learned in
supporting the detection, investigation
and prosecution of the illicit
management and illegal trade of waste.
Visit Now!

Rome Training Event: Trainers and Participants
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http://www.dotcomwaste.eu/resources/
dotcomlibrary/

Thumbs up for Training in Italy and China
In September and October respectively, the DOTCOM
Waste project carried out comprehensive training
sessions in both Rome and Beijing. It brought
together various stakeholders directly involved in the
fight against illegal waste trafficking. Topics covered
included: the legislative landscape, waste classification
and problematic waste streams, illegal shipments,
intelligence-led investigations, inspection and
detection, next generation compliance, investigation,
prosecution, sentencing and interagency collaboration
and networking.

Trainers: Huib van Westen, Nancy Isarin and Howard McCann

The Rome training session primarily focused on the
EU-West Africa trafficking route. It included a group
visit to the Port of Civitavecchia, where the Italian
Customs Agency gave a tour of the Port and showed
the process in opening a suspicious container.

The WatchIT App, (WAsTe and CHemicals Inspection
Tool), was also demoed and put to use during the
training event in Rome. See article below for more
details.
On the other hand, the Beijing training session
primarily focused on the EU-China trafficking
route. The Deputy Director from the Ministry of
Environmental Protection P. R. China, the Assistant
Dean of School of Environment, Tsinghua University
and the Executive Director of Basel Convention
Regional Centre for Asia and Pacific gave the opening
remarks for the training, demonstrating China’s
support and illustrating how important they believed
the training event to be.

Beijing Training Event: Trainers and Participants

Participants also visited the General Administration
of Customs of the People’s Republic of China (GACC)
which included a detailed questions and answers
session with directors from the Department of
Customs on China’s new policy on waste import. This
was followed by a visit to the China Customs Museum.

Watch-IT App for Law Enforcement Officers
Watch-IT (WAsTe and CHemicals Inspection Tool), is an app developed
to support law enforcement officers when performing inspections
of shipments of waste and chemicals that are covered by the Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. It includes example documents,
inter-active decision taking schemes and searchable databases of waste
and chemicals.
The development was made possible with the support of UNU, the
Regional Enforcement Network for Chemicals and Waste (REN) and
GRID -Arendal.
The app will be available in all stores for free downloading.
Please contact Nancy Isarin for more details.

“No Time to Waste!” Conference Takes a Practical
Approach
DOTCOM Waste and BlockWaste joined forces for their final
conference, “No Time To Waste! Synergies and Strategies
to Tackle Waste Crime.” The conference, which took place in
Brussels, showcased the key results of the two projects on
illegal waste management and trade, financed by the Internal
Security Fund of the European Union.
The first keynote address was given by Arina Maria de Gier of
IMPEL, who spoke in particular about IMPEL’s Operation 30
days of action, in cooperation with INTERPOL. She also gave
some recommendations to tackle waste crime, in particular:
enhancing national and international cooperation with other
authorities and promoting a European approach on risk
assessment, joint investigating and inspection, and analysis of
this information.
David Ellero, EUROPOL, delivered a second keynote presentation
on priorities for the EU. He highlighted the challenges faced
(freedom of movements but different national priorities,
legislation, languages, etc.) and the importance of defining
priorities and involving all countries, even when not primarily
concerned by the issue.

Presenters and Attendees at the Final Conference in Brussels

Interactive session themes included: High level roundtable
on recent EU Council Conclusions on Environmental Crimes
and Recommendations; Understanding Illegal Waste Trade:
Today’s Reality and Tomorrow’s Perspectives; Practical Tools
to Counter Illegal Waste Trade; and Future Actions: Proposals
to Policy Makers on Prevention and Detection and Needs for
Future Research.

To view the conference presentations,
please click here

Partners from DOTCOM Waste and BlockWASTE presented
the main results and outcomes of the 2 projects, as well as a
number of recommendations.
Chen Yuan from BCRC China made a number of
recommendations including the development of efficient
information sharing and intelligence exchange networking. She
suggested the creation of an intelligence exchange tool on
tackling illegal traffic of waste and chemicals with a translation
function and the organisation of both regional and national
training for the tool involving customs, environmental inspection
departments and others. She also suggested the development
of a risk analysis tool which could be used globally for the
inspection/tackling of waste and chemicals trade. Finally she
suggested the development of a handbook and training around
the proper interpretation of new legislation on the import ban in
China for relevant stakeholders in Europe.
Nancy Isarin also presented some recommendations, in
particular:
Strategic level:
•
Develop a pro-active approach to identify new risks based
on trends, policy developments and changes in legislative
frameworks
•
Consider improving environmental compliance and 		
combating environmental crime as a long-term priority
•
Implement a systematic approach to tackle waste crime,
and not only project-based activities e.g. similar to the EU
Action Plan on Combatting Wildlife Crime
•
Facilitate increased coordination and collaboration
Practical level:
•
Promote and continue with waste shipment inspection
planning - also at EU level
•
Use practical feedback for the evaluation of the Waste
Shipment Regulation
•
Draft joint EU action plan
•
Facilitate improved skills and know-how by continued
capacity building efforts and training at EU and international
level.

IMPEL Celebrates 25th Anniversary
IMPEL, the European Union Network for the
Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental
Law, is celebrating its 25th Anniversary. Over
the last 2 and a half decades it has supported
the development of good practices, promoted the
exchange of information and experience, facilitated
capacity building and training of regulators, carried out
joint inspections and provided feedback and advice on
new and existing EU environmental law.
View this infographic for more details

Online Training Toolkit
Helping members of Competent Authorities to better prevent,
detect, investigate and prosecute waste trafficking
The Online Training Toolkit is a compilation of information and good practices and is designed to
support the entire enforcement chain fighting cross border waste crime. It includes a training
manual, e-learning materials, presentation slides, case studies and external support references.

HOW TO ACCESS THE TOOLKIT
1. Visit http://www.dotcomwaste.eu/
training-modules-introduction/

MODULES:
1.

Legislative landscape

2.

Waste classification and problematic
waste streams

2. Fill in the webform

3.

Illegal shipments

3. DOTCOM Waste will verify your 		
contact details. This is necessary to
ensure that only members of relevant
Competent Authorities gain access to
the content of the toolkit.

4.

Intelligence-led investigations

5.

Inspection and detection

6.

Next generation compliance

7.

Investigation

8.

Prosecution

9.

Sentencing

4. Receive an email with your username
and password to access the content.

About

10. Interagency collaboration and networking
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